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1. Concept
The student competitions are aligned with the project's activities and give students from
several universities the opportunity to put into practice what they have learned and show
their talent by proposing solutions for a more sustainable and green future. The
competitions offer young people the opportunity to give life to their ideas to change the
environment.
Student competitions have three main objectives:
1. Supplementing the project activities with additional activities that were not specifically
foreseen and budgeted in the project proposal, which will contribute to the successful pilot
testing of the four innovations in the field of urban mobility in Sofia, and which can be
performed by students under the guidance of teachers and mentors from among the project
partners.
2. Contributing to connecting higher education with practice through opportunities to apply
students' knowledge and skills to real-life cases and develop and test solutions in an urban
environment.
3. Expanding the range of stakeholders in the INNOAIR project and engagement with the
topic and policies for sustainable urban mobility in Sofia Municipality.
The competitions with the Technical Universities in Gabrovo and Sofia, University of
Forestry, New Bulgarian University, Free University Varna, and Plovdiv University of Food
Industry were completed by 30th of June and resulted in 2 new e-calculators, the first 2
cameras to count bicycles, branding of the new e-minibuses and landscape design and
planting of the space around the newly repaired blvd. T. Kableshkov.
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2. Competition 1:
LANDSCAPING FOR CLEANER AIR - INNOAIR
student competition with the University of
Forestry, Sofia
2.1.

Announcement

Green areas in the city contribute to improving the quality of life. Currently 47% of the area
of Sofia is covered by parks, gardens and forests.
The INNOAIR project enables students from the University of Forestry to plant another small
part of Sofia by developing projects and working on a real case. The best project will receive
funding for implementation.
Sofia Municipality offers students to develop a project for the green area of the newly built
part of Todor Kableshkov Blvd. Projects should include vegetation that most effectively
purifies the air, helps conserve local biodiversity, is easy to maintain, arouses year-round
interest and is affordable. The aim is not to repeat the typical decorative species, but to
realize innovative ecological ideas. Students will also be involved in the planting itself.
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Those who would like to register for participation can do so at the following link.
A competent jury with representatives of the University of Forestry, the Sofia Development
Association and Sofia Municipality from the Green Systems Directorate and the Transport
Directorate will select the winning project that will receive funding.
The competition is organized by the Sofia Development Association and Sofia Municipality
and is held within the INNOAIR project, the first and only project from Bulgaria, co-financed
by the European Regional Development Fund through the Urban Innovative Actions
Initiative. The project introduces for the first time in Europe on-demand public transport, as
well as for the first time in Sofia and Bulgaria low emission zone, green corridors, and the
mobile application SofiaCoin with prizes for active transport. However, sustainable urban
mobility still has many dimensions.
"We rely on students to show the maximum value of a small area and to set an example of
responsible sustainable landscape design. Sofia needs such specialists, and the people of
Sofia need such inspiring examples, "said Mayor Yordanka Fandakova.
"Students of Landscape Architecture at the University of Forestry are trained and motivated
to consider the anthropogenic and natural environment as a whole and follow the humannature interaction to make informed decisions for maintaining the balance between them.
They are creative and know how to combine innovative approaches in their work with the
requirements for sustainable development. M. Shahanova, lecturer in Floriculture and
mentor of the students participating in the competition.
The presentation of the student projects will take place on May 9, 2022, at the University of
Forestry.
For more information, you can follow the Facebook event LANDSCAPING FOR CLEANER AIR.

2.2.

Registration form

2.2.1. Link for registration: https://forms.gle/A2T3ftDDzwCdC7k48
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2.2.2. List of registered students: 11 in total

2.3. Projects
2.3.1. Number of projects presented: 6
2.3.2. Project chosen for implementation:
The students from University of Forestry answered the question "How can proper
landscaping improve the urban environment and air quality?". The project that took the
first award was presented with the idea of highlighting a good example. Residents of the
selected area (around Todor Kableshkov Bldv.) have already created a colorful space
that effectively purifies the air and contributes to both the natural ecosystem and the
beautiful urban environment. To show that they embrace their initiative, second-year
students Simona Novoselska and Merlin Nezhdet have chosen for their project the place
next to their flower bed, which will now double its size. All the plants that the students
have selected are very easy to maintain and extremely effective. We hope that the good
example will be passed on!
The second award took a project that includes flowers as well as shrubs and trees. It was
developed by Alexander Georgiev and consists of plants that are drought-tolerant,
bloom from early spring to late autumn and have a long-lasting decorative effect.
Third award went to the project, which looked into the Chinese philosophy of "Yin and
Yang". With its geometric shape, the author sent a clear message about the need for
ecological balance. The project was created and presented by Elis Basrieva.
The decision on which of the projects to receive funding was made by a competent jury
represented by experts from Sofia Municipality and the University of Forestry: Hristo
Valchanov, Deputy Mayor of Triaditsa District; Iva Valkova, Ch. expert, Transport Activity
Department; arch. Katerina Kanevcheva, Ch. expert, Green Systems Directorate, and
Assoc. Prof. Svetlana Anisimova, lecturer in Decorative Dendrology and Floriculture, LTU.
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The creativity of the students extends widely, so the decision was difficult. Slavi Dichev's
project includes vegetation that serves as a sound insulator. Penka Rudeva's proposal
was in the form of the world-renowned Bulgarian embroidery, and Maria Todorova
recreated the house of Todor Kableshkov, whose name is the boulevard on which the
winning project will be implemented.
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2.3.3. Realisation of the project:
Even the best project would remain in the shadows if it is not implemented. That is why
the Sofia Municipality and the Sofia Development Association provided appropriate
conditions for the implementation of the project, which won first place in the student
competition "Landscaping for cleaner air", held under the INNOAIR project together with
the University of Forestry.
The students from University of Forestry had the difficult task to create a concept for the
green area of the newly built part of Todor Kableshkov Blvd., which includes diverse,
easy to maintain vegetation that effectively purifies the air, helps protect local
biodiversity and arouses year-round interest.
Simona Novoselska and Merlin Nezhdet presented a project for a beautiful flower space,
which is further developing an already planted flower bed by the residents of the
Triaditsa region. The plants selected by the students are gas- and drought-resistant, with
dust-retaining ability and year-round decorative effect. For this reason, their project was
ranked first among the worthy competition in the student competition.
On May 20, 2022, the project became a reality! The students took part in the planting
and now the residents of the region have an expanded green area around Todor
Kableshkov Blvd. The event was also attended by representatives of the Sofia
Development Association and Sofia Municipality.
We wish more and more awarded and realized projects to the students from University
of Forestry and more and more green areas to the residents of Sofia!
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2.3.4. Media press clipping:
• https://innoairsofia.eu/bg/%D1%81%D1%8A%D0%B1%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B
5/302%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%B2%
D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B5-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%87%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D1%8A%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%83%D1%85-innoair%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%81%D
0%BA%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%8A%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%
D0%B8%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%85%D0%BD%
D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%
D1%82%D0%B5%D1%82.html
• https://innoair-sofia.eu/en/event/311-landscaping-for-cleaner-airinnoair-student-competition-with-the-university-of-forestry,-sofia.html
• https://innoairsofia.eu/bg/%D1%81%D1%8A%D0%B1%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B
5/307%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%B2%
D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B5-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%87%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D1%8A%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%83%D1%85-innoair%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%81%D
0%BA%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%8A%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%
D0%B8%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%85%D0%BD%
D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%
D1%82%D0%B5%D1%82-2.html
• https://innoair-sofia.eu/en/event/309-landscaping-for-cleaner-air%E2%80%93-finals-of-innoair-student-competition-with-the-universityof-forestry.html
• https://innoairsofia.eu/bg/%D1%81%D1%8A%D0%B1%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B
5/313%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%B2%
D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B5-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%87%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D1%8A%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%83%D1%85-%E2%80%93%D0%B1%D1%83%D0%BBVersion Final I Date 30.06.2022 I INNOAIR © 9

•
•

•

•

%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%BA%D0%BE%
D0%B2-%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%B0%
D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BF%D0%BB%D0%BE%D1%89.html
https://innoair-sofia.eu/en/event/314-landscaping-for-cleaner-airkableshkov-blvd-with-newly-planted-green-area.html
https://sofiada.eu/%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0
%B8/%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82-innoair/506%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8/2
504%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%B2%
D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B5-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%87%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D1%8A%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%83%D1%85-innoair%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%81%D
0%BA%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%8A%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%
D0%B8%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%85%D0%BD%
D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%
D1%82%D0%B5%D1%82.html
https://sofiada.eu/%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0
%B8/%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82-innoair/506%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8/2
545%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%B2%
D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B5-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%87%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D1%8A%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%83%D1%85-innoair%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%81%D
0%BA%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%8A%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%
D0%B8%D0%B5-%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%85%D0%BD%
D0%B8%D1%87%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%81%D0%B8%
D1%82%D0%B5%D1%822.html
https://sofiada.eu/%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0
Version Final I Date 30.06.2022 I INNOAIR © 10

•
•
•

%B8/%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82-innoair/506%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8/2
538%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%8F%D0%B2%
D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B5-%D0%B7%D0%B0-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%87%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D1%8A%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%83%D1%85-%E2%80%93%D0%B1%D1%83%D0%BB%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%BA%D0%BE%
D0%B2-%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%81%D0%B0%
D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BF%D0%BB%D0%BE%D1%89.html
https://sofia-da.eu/en/current/innoair-project/502-activities/2542landscaping-for-cleaner-air-%E2%80%93-finals-of-innoair-studentcompetition-with-the-university-of-forestry.html
https://sofia-da.eu/en/current/innoair-project/502-activities/2541landscaping-for-cleaner-air-kableshkov-blvd-with-newly-planted-greenarea.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/465411408706569/?acontext=%7B%
22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%
7D]%7D
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3. Competition 2 and 3 - FOR A SUSTAINABLE
AND GREEN FUTURE – INNOAIR student
competitions with UFT Plovdiv and VFU
3.1.

Announcement

Good competition is always useful, but we are ready to reward good ideas and student
innovations. Sofia Development Association and Sofia Municipality in partnership with
the University of Food Technology - Plovdiv and Varna Free University "Chernorizets
Hrabar" announce student competitions that allow students to put into practice what
they have learnt and show their talent by proposing solutions for more sustainable and
greener future. Through the INNOAIR project, the competitions give the young people
the opportunity to give life to their ideas and change the environment!
The students from the University of Food Technology - Plovdiv, who decide to
participate in the competition will have the opportunity to work on creating a calculator
that calculates the economic benefits of using active transport such as walking, cycling,
cycling electric bicycle or driving electric scooter.
Students from Varna Free University "Chernorizets Hrabar" will develop a calculator that
calculates the health benefits of the above-mentioned active modes of transportation.
All students who would like to take part in the competitions should register for
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participation no later than April 4, 2022:
Registration link for students from the University of Food Technology Plovdiv: https://forms.gle/KDhdM7b7PhBNUbkq7;
Registration link for students from Varna Free University "Chernorizets
Hrabar": https://forms.gle/cWCqcr4yH9R9dRHCA.
You can follow up-to-date information about the events on Facebook HERE.
From April 5 to April 28, the student teams will develop a calculator that calculates the
economic or health benefits of using active transport.
The purpose of developing calculators for the economic and health benefits of active
transport is to increase people's motivation to use active mobility, to support decisionmaking in this direction at the urban level and to enable the secondary use of data.
A competent jury with representatives of the universities, the Sofia Development
Association and Sofia Municipality will select 2 winning projects - one health and one
economic calculator, which will receive funding to become working prototypes and to be
introduced for use by the general public.
The competition is held within the INNOAIR project, the first and so far the only project
from Bulgaria, co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund through the
Initiative "Urban Innovative Actions". The project introduces for the first time in Europe
public transport on request, as well as for the first time in Sofia and Bulgaria low
emission zone, green corridors, mobile application SofiaCoin with prizes for active
transport, available for Android and iOS. However, sustainable urban mobility still has
many dimensions.
"We believe that young people are the engine of innovation and development. That is
why we rely on them to help us design next generation urban mobility in Sofia," said
Yordanka Fandakova, mayor of Sofia Municipality.
"Young people are a generator of valuable ideas and opportunities for integrating green
technologies into everyday life. They are not burdened by outdated ways of working and
they set new models for sustainable development. The traditions of the University of
Food Technology in research allow them to obtain modern and specific knowledge that
can be turned into working solutions," said Assoc. Prof. Veneta Markovska, Lecturer in
the Department of Economics, Entrepreneurship and Management, UFT.
"Our students already have experience in building an application with open data on the
immovable cultural heritage of the Municipality of Varna. They have developed IoT
solutions and satellite data for urban mobility applications, as well as participated in
numerous events to generate innovative ideas and start a business in the country and
Version Final I Date 30.06.2022 I INNOAIR © 13

abroad. This gives us confidence that they have the knowledge and skills necessary for
creating application of new technologies for solving everyday problems," shares Assoc.
Prof. Vesselina Spasova, Head of the Master's Program in Software Engineering and
Management, VFU.
The presentation of student projects will take place on April 29, 2022 online at
the following link in ZOOM.
Follow INNOAIR on social networks on Facebook and Twitter and stay tuned about the
latest developments in the field of mobility.
For more information:
Sanya Raeva - coordinator of student competitions, SDA - s.raeva@sofia-da.eu;
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Veneta Markovska - Lecturer in the Department of Economics,
Entrepreneurship and Management, UFT - v_markovska@uft-plovdiv.bg;
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Galina Momcheva - Head of the Department of Informatics, VFU
- galina.momcheva@vfu.bg.
3.2.

Registration form

3.2.1. Link for registration:
Registration link for students from the University of Food Technology Plovdiv: https://forms.gle/KDhdM7b7PhBNUbkq7;
Registration link for students from Varna Free University "Chernorizets
Hrabar": https://forms.gle/cWCqcr4yH9R9dRHCA.
3.2.2. List of registered students from University of Food Technology Plovdiv: 29 in
total
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3.2.3 List of registered students from Varna Free University: 6 in total

3.3 Projects
3.3.1 Number of projects presented: 6
3.3.2 Project chosen for implementation:
Over 50 students from UFT Plovdiv and VFU "Chernorizets Hrabar" participated in the competition
"For Sustainable and Green Future", organized by the Sofia Development Association within the
INNOAIR project, co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund through the Urban
Innovative Actions Initiative.
The students from the University of Food Technology - Plovdiv worked on creating a calculator that
calculates the economic benefits of active mobility, and those from Varna Free University
"Chernorizets Hrabar" developed calculators that calculate health benefits.
The purpose of developing calculators for the economic and health benefits of active transport is to
increase people's motivation to use an active mode of transport, thus improving air quality, to support
decision-making in this direction in urban areas and to allow for secondary use of data.
All teams presented ideas for calculators based on research and analysis that can be implemented and
used by any citizen.
Jury of experts in the field consisting of Eng. Dimitar Petrov, Director of the Traffic Management and
Analysis Directorate, Sofia Municipality, Rumyana Galabova and Simona Yoncheva, Chief Experts, Air
Department, Sofia Municipality, Prof. Dr. Valentina Nikolova -Alexieva, Dean of the Faculty of
Economics of UFT, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Borislav Milenkov, Department of Computer Systems and
Technologies, UFT, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Veselina Spasova, Head of the Master's Program "Software
Engineering and Management", VFU "Chernorizets" Hrabar and Sevdalina Voynova, INNOAIR project
coordinator, faced the difficult task of choosing the two best prototypes to receive funding for
implementation.
Get acquainted with some of the ideas of the students from UFT Plovdiv:
The UFT Students team won first place with its idea for a calculator that calculates the economic
benefits of active transport, both individually and collectively. The calculator has an interesting
visualization and good visibility of the economic benefits. The way the calculator works allows you to
work in real time with data and a high level of prototyping. In addition, it can calculate the payback
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time of an investment for active transport. The students Dimitrina Atanasova, Gloria Bikovska,
Antoaneta Tsanova, Pamela Zlatanova, Ivan Pavlov and Iliya Yordanov worked on the creation of the
calculator.
"We are very happy that we had the opportunity to participate in such large international project. The
topic of green economy and sustainable development is extremely relevant, so we put a lot of desire
and enthusiasm in the teamwork to develop a calculator for the economic benefits of active transport.
"Said Ivan Pavlov, 4th year student, specialization -Plovdiv.
The EcoFriends team came in second and presented a concept for a calculator that calculates the
benefits of using an electric scooter over the use of a diesel car, as their study shows that the most
commonly used cars are diesel. Their prototype can easily be expanded with more features besides
scooters, such as public transport. Participants in the team are Valentina Karanacheva, Stanislava
Yocheva, Yanitsa Dimitrova, Yordan Ananiev, Tsvetan Hashev and Teodor Todorinov.
The Mission-Emission team came in third and presented a calculator that calculates the harm from
using different types of motor vehicles, the alternatives that can be used for the user-defined route,
as well as the possible positive impact on the environment if the alternative mode of movement is
used. Participants in the team are Maria Alexandrova, Maria Bruncheva, Mimi Maneva, Vladislav
Borisov, Sevda Husseinova, Konstantin Yotov, Rosen Gospodinov, Iva Rancheva and Vasil Totev.
The project manager of UFT Plovdiv is Assoc. Prof. Markovska from the Department of Economics,
Entrepreneurship and Management.
"I am convinced that today's forum will contribute to promoting the mission of the INNOAIR project
and will improve the skills of all participants in the field of green innovation and entrepreneurship.
The competition generates really working ideas that can become part of good practices and European
measures to ensure a sustainable future," said Prof. Dr. Valentina Nikolova-Aleksieva, Dean of the
Faculty of Economics at UFT-Plovdiv.
The students from VFU "Chernorizets Hrabar" presented no less interesting ideas:
The Steppy team, consisting of international students from England and India, won the jury and 1st
place with an idea for an application that focuses on pedestrians. The functionalities of the application
include receiving points for walking distance, on a bicycle or public transport, and through them
various prizes and discounts. Steppy works similarly to SofiaCoin application (available for iOS and
Android). However, in addition to the incentives for active movement, Steppy offers a weather
forecast, public transport schedule, and a game element with sightseeing. The team consists of
participants from England, Bulgaria and India - Christopher Braskov, Dimitar Popov and Adil Rehman.
The team ended its presentation with a quote from Plato - "Lack of activity destroys the good condition
of every human being while movement and methodical physical exercise save it and preserve it."
CycleBuddy is the team that developed an application that calculates a large set of cycling statistics.
They were ranked 2nd by the jury. The developers have already selected programming languages for
different operating systems and have clarified how to collect many different data such as map route,
speed, distance, altitude and other performance statistics. The participants in the team are Erhan
Kalinov, Irena Ilieva and Kalin Todorov.
The Sustainable and Green Future team, which also placed 2nd, presented a project based on a survey
of 71 potential users. The application again aims to challenge citizens to get out of their personal cars
by allowing them to connect to other smart devices, view the nearest sports fields, statistics, routes,
achievements and challenges, as well as voice notifications. The participants in the team are Milena
Kozhuharova and Kristian Ivanov.
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"The health benefits of alternative modes of transport" was the team that ranked 3rd. They presented
an application that visualizes the benefits of active mobility at the individual, group and national levels.
In addition to speed, location, acceleration, calories burned and emissions saved, the application also
shows a reduced risk of cardiovascular disease and diabetes. Participants in the team are Tsvetomir
Salutski and Georgi Georgiev.
The project manager of VFU "Chernorizets Hrabar" is Assoc. Prof. Spasova, head of the master's
program "Software Engineering and Management".
You can watch a recording of the presentation of the projects HERE, as well as the announcement of
the awarded teams HERE.
We wish success to the first place teams "UFT Students" and "Steppy" in the realization of their ideas!

3.2.3. Realisation of the projects:
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3.2.3.1.

https://www.vfu.bg/calculator-for-health-benefits-of-active-movement2.html

Version Final I Date 30.06.2022 I INNOAIR © 18

3.2.3.2.

https://www.vfu.bg/%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BA%D1%83%D0%BB%D
0%B0%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80-%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B7%D0%B8-%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%B6%D0%B2%D0%
B0%D0%BD%D0%B5.html
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3.2.3.3.

https://www.vfu.bg/%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BA%D1%83%D0%BB%D
0%B0%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80-%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B7%D0%B8-%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%B6%D0%B2%D0%
B0%D0%BD%D0%B5.html
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4.1 Media press clipping:
• https://innoairsofia.eu/bg/%D1%81%D1%8A%D0%B1%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B5/3
01-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B5-%E2%80%93-innoair%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%81%D0%
BA%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%8A%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%
B8%D0%B5-%D1%81-%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%B1%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D0%B8%D1%82%D1%83-%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%8F.html
• https://innoair-sofia.eu/en/event/312-more-bikes-more-health-innoairstudent-competition-with-tu-gabrovo-and-tu-sofia.html
• https://fb.me/e/2cYng9mvi
• https://www.actualno.com/sofia/poveche-kolela-poveche-zdrave-innoairstudentsko-systezanie-s-tu-gabrovo-i-tu-sofija-news_1743466.html
• https://allevents.in/sofia/%D0%9F%D0%9E%D0%92%D0%95%D0%A7%D0%9
5-%D0%9A%D0%9E%D0%9B%D0%95%D0%9B%D0%90%D0%9F%D0%9E%D0%92%D0%95%D0%A7%D0%95%D0%97%D0%94%D0%A0%D0%90%D0%92%D0%95-innoair%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%81%D0%
BA%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%8A%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%
B8%D0%B5-%D1%81-%D0%A2%D0%A3%D0%93%D0%B0%D0%B1%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D0%B8%D0%A2%D0%A3%D0%A1%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%8F/200022355707024
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4 Competition 4 and 5 - MORE BIKES - MORE
HEALTH - INNOAIR student competition with
TU Gabrovo and TU Sofia
4.1 Announcement

Sofia will soon have its first two stations for automated counting of bicycles moving
around the city. The data so far came either from manual counting by volunteers at
key locations or from the results of surveys among the citizens.
The data about the number of bicycles in cities are used to help plan and develop
urban infrastructure and organize traffic. In Europe, bicycle counting stations have
been shown to raise awareness of this type of transport, increase road safety and
tolerance, and encourage more people to use their bicycles. Accurate data also
ensures policy transparency and civic participation.
The first two bicycle counting stations will be developed by students at the Technical
University of Sofia and the Technical University of Gabrovo. The Sofia Development
Association for and Sofia Municipality in partnership with TU - Sofia and TU Gabrovo announced a challenge for development of an automated counting station
for bicycles. The winning projects will receive funding to be developed into working
prototypes and installed near the main bike lanes in Sofia. The competition allows
the students to practice their knowledge and show their talent by offering solutions
for more sustainable transport and cleaner air in Sofia.
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The competition is held within the INNOAIR project, the first and so far the only
project from Bulgaria, co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund
through the Urban Innovative Actions Initiative. The project introduces for the first
time in Europe on-demand public transport, as well as for the first time in Sofia and
Bulgaria low emission zone, green corridors, and the mobile application SofiaCoin
with prizes for active transport. However, sustainable urban mobility still has many
dimensions.
"Automated bicycle counting will be definitely necessary in the future, so it is
important to start the process together with the future engineers. I hope this will be
not only for the benefit of the city, but also a career springboard for the young
professionals that Sofia needs," said Yordanka Fandakova, Mayor of Sofia.
"Competitions like this, in which students, with the help of their teachers, not only
seek solutions to real cases, but also have a chance to turn them into real products
and services, show the link between higher education, local government and
industry. The competition helped us to develop new partnerships.” Prof. Iliya Slavov
Zhelezarov, PhD, Rector, Technical University of Gabrovo.
"By designing and creating a real prototype, students from the Faculty of Electronic
Engineering and Technology (FETT) at the Technical University will increase their
skills for solving real problems, achieve a better understanding of the issue and
increase their competitiveness and opportunities for realization on the labor market.
The cooperation between the teams of TU-Sofia and the Sofia Development
Association leads to increasing the level of education of students from TU-Sofia and
the opportunity to deal with real problems of everyday life of Sofia residents." Assoc.
Prof. Dimitar Nikolov, PhD, Technical University of Sofia.
You can follow up-to-date information about the competitions on the Facebook
event.
4.2 Registration
4.2.1 Link for registration:
Registration link for students from Technical University Gabrovo:
https://forms.gle/nsXLDotCukcSibZ59;
Registration link for students from Technical University
Sofia: https://forms.gle/iAsNUcXTUoVeZxTJ8.
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4.2.2 List of registered students from Technical University Sofia: 3 in total

4.2.3 List of registered students from Technical University Gabrovo: 4 in total

4.3 Projects
4.3.1 Number of projects presented: 2
The mentors of the teams have decided that due to the nature of the task and
the time given, better results would be achieved if all students from one
university worked together on one prototype.
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4.3.2 Projects implemented:
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Crossroad on bul. "Tsar Boris III" and street “Dimitar Nestorov”

Crossroad on bul. “Vitosha” and bul. “Pencho Slaveykov”
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4.4 Media press clipping:
•
•

•
•

•
•

https://innoair-sofia.eu/en/event/312-more-bikes-more-health-innoairstudent-competition-with-tu-gabrovo-and-tu-sofia.html
https://innoairsofia.eu/bg/%D1%81%D1%8A%D0%B1%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B5/301
-%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B5-%E2%80%93-innoair%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%81%D0%B
A%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%8A%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B
8%D0%B5-%D1%81-%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%B1%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D0%B8%D1%82%D1%83-%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%8F.html
https://fb.me/e/2cYng9mvi
https://allevents.in/sofia/%D0%9F%D0%9E%D0%92%D0%95%D0%A7%D0%95%D0%9A%D0%9E%D0%9B%D0%95%D0%9B%D0%90%D0%9F%D0%9E%D0%92%D0%95%D0%A7%D0%95%D0%97%D0%94%D0%A0%D0%90%D0%92%D0%95-innoair%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%81%D0%B
A%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%8A%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B
8%D0%B5-%D1%81-%D0%A2%D0%A3%D0%93%D0%B0%D0%B1%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D0%B8%D0%A2%D0%A3%D0%A1%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%8F/200022355707024
https://www.actualno.com/sofia/poveche-kolela-poveche-zdrave-innoairstudentsko-systezanie-s-tu-gabrovo-i-tu-sofija-news_1743466.html
https://www.sofiada.eu/%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%B8/
%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82-innoair/506%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8/2500%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%BF%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%87%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B5-%E2%80%93-innoair%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%81%D0%B
A%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%8A%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B
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8%D0%B5-%D1%81-%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B3%D0%B0%D0%B1%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE-%D0%B8%D1%82%D1%83-%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%8F.html

5 Competition 6 - NEW TRANSPORT SERVICE
WITH NEW DESIGN - INNOAIR STUDENT
COMPETITION WITH NBU
5.1 Announcement

Sofia Municipality is about to introduce a completely new transport service – on demand green
public transport in the southwestern districts of Sofia. The new electric minibuses will be requested
by a mobile application - they will transport citizens from the closest corner to the nearest metro or
tram line.
How to make it visible that those minibusses are part of the public transport system, but at the same
time they operate without a fixed route and they are used through an application? This is a task that
design students from the New Bulgarian University, the Sofia Development Association and the Sofia
Municipality are working on together. Students, led by mentors, will compete to create design
projects, and the winner project will be implemented. The competition gives students the
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opportunity to put into practice what they have learned and to show their talent by proposing real
solutions in favor of the city.
The competition is held within the INNOAIR project, the first and so far the only project from
Bulgaria, co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund through the Urban Innovative
Actions Initiative. The project introduces for the first time in Europe on demand public transport, as
well as for the first time in Sofia and Bulgaria low emission zone, green corridors, and the mobile
application SofiaCoin with awards for active transport.
The introduction of a new type of ecological transport and its integration with a new type of urban
functionality are a serious stimulus for the creativity of young artists. In this sense, a competition
among students for graphic design of vehicles is a chance to express both in terms of visual identity
of the project of Sofia Municipality, and to promote new solutions for a clean and healthy
environment, "said Ch. Assistant Professor Dr. Sofroni Varbev from NBU.
“Why give the students hypothetical tasks when Sofia is facing so many challenges? Studying
together with the city is best for both students and Sofia, "said Yordanka Fandakova, mayor of Sofia
Municipality.
The presentation of the student projects will take place at the end of June. For more information
follow https://fb.me/e/1uFKdzEh6.

5.2 Registration
5.2.1 Link for registration: https://forms.gle/qc1uZtLT5htck5vx6
5.2.2 List of registered students from New Bulgarian University: 7 in total

5.3 Projects
5.3.1 Projects presented:
Very soon, a new transport service will be introduced in Sofia - public transport on
demand in the south-western districts of Sofia. The minibuses will be electric and their
routes will be determined based on the demand of the users. The new electric
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minibuses will be requested by a mobile application, they will pick up citizens from the
nearest possible point and take them to the nearest subway or tram line. This innovative
transport service is implemented for the first time in Europe and in the framework of
INNOAIR project.
Sofia Municipality and Sofia Development Association organized a design competition
for the new transport service in partnership with New Bulgarian University. The
students' task was to create a design that shows that the minibuses are part of the
public transport system, but also that their use is via an application and without a fixed
route.
Students from the Bachelor's program "Web Design and Graphic Advertising", NBU, took
part in the competition and worked on the projects with great desire and enthusiasm.
The projects they present are creative and colorful, modern and simple. A jury
composed of representatives of the Sofia Municipality, Sofia Development Association
and New Bulgarian University made the difficult decision which projects should be
implemented. Three projects reached the final, and two of them will be realized, as their
designs are similar and complement each other. These are the projects of Kemi
Dimitrova Kostadinova and Vanessa Ventsislavova Panayotova. Congratulations on the
ideas, we look forward to seeing them implemented soon!
The competition is held within the INNOAIR project, the first and so far the only project
from Bulgaria, co-financed by the European Regional Development Fund through the
Urban Innovative Actions Initiative. The project introduces for the first time in Europe on
demand public transport, as well as for the first time in Sofia and Bulgaria low emission
zone, green corridors, and the mobile application SofiaCoin with awards for active
transport.
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5.3.2 Projects chosen for implementation:
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5.4 Media press clipping:
•
•

https://innoair-sofia.eu/en/event/334-new-transport-service-with-new-design-innoairstudent-competition-with-nbu.html
https://innoairsofia.eu/bg/%D1%81%D1%8A%D0%B1%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B5/308%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%82%D0%BD%D
0%B0-%D1%83%D1%81%D0%BB%D1%83%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%B9%D0%BD%E2%80%93-innoair-
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•
•

•

%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%8A%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%D1%81-%D0%BD%D0%B1%D1%83.html
https://news.nbu.bg/bg/in-the-media/nova-transportna-usluga-s-nov-dizajn-innoairstudentsko-systezanie-s-nbu!61141
https://www.sofia-da.eu/%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8/2533%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D1%81%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%80%D1%82%D0%BD%D
0%B0-%D1%83%D1%81%D0%BB%D1%83%D0%B3%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%B4%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%B9%D0%BD%E2%80%93-innoair%D1%81%D1%82%D1%83%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%8A%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%D1%81-%D0%BD%D0%B1%D1%83.html
https://www.actualno.com/sofia/asociacija-za-razvitie-na-sofija-predlaga-nova-transportnausluga-s-nov-dizajn-news_1754073.html
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